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the air is cooled by the forests and by the number
of rivers, lakes, and ponds with which the Country
is intersected.

The Illinois river empties into the Mississipi near
the 39th degree of latitude; it is about 150 leagues
long, and is seldom easily navigable until toward
spring. It flows Southwest, and comes from the
Northeast or East-Northeast. All the plains and
prairies are overspread with oxen, roebucks, hinds,
stags, and other wild beasts. There is a still greater
abundance of small game. We find here, especially,
multitudes of swans, cranes, bustards, and ducks;
the wild oats, which grow freely on the plains, fatten
them to such a degree that they very often die, their
fat suffocating them. Turkeysare likewise found here
in abundance, and they are as good as those of France.

This Region does not end with the Illinois river:
it still stretches along the Mississipi, on both sides,
and is about two hundred leagues in length, and
more than a hundred in breadth. The Mississipi
is one of the most beautiful rivers in the world: in
recent years a shallop ascended it as far as 8oo
leagues, where waterfalls prevented its going farther.

Seven leagues below the mouth of the Illinois
river is found a large river called the Missouri— or
more commonly Pekitanoui; that is to say, ‘* muddy
water,”’—which empties into the Mississipi on the
West side: it is extremely rapid, and it discolors the
beautiful water of the Mississipi, which flows from
this point to the Sea. The Missouri comes from
the Northwest, not far from the mines which the
Spaniards have in Mexico, and is very serviceable to
the French who travel in that country.

About 80 leagues below, on the side of the Illinois



